The rocks in the Animal Park
Where mountains rise

The Nature and Animal Park Goldau is situated straight above the alluvial-fan of the landslide which took place in 1806.
The causes of this catastrophe are to be found far back in the past: 90 million years ago the formation of the Alps began.
30 million years ago they rose - so the erosion of the mountains started. The debris was carried by the rivers to the
foreland where it consolidated; gravel and debris converted into conglomerate; sand turned into sandstone and mud to
clay over the years. ... these are the causes

Witnesses of the past

Along time ago animals such as the hornless rhinoceros lived in Goldau. The flora was also different in those days.
Fossils of animals and plants are proof of those primitive times. Because of them we nowadays know what the fauna and
flora looked like 25 million years ago.

Rain with fatal consequences

The years prior to 1806 were very wet and so was the summer in 1806 — it rained almost uninterruptedly for two weeks.
The water penetrated through the rocks into the layers of clay. Those were soaked and converted into slides for the
conglomerate rocks. ... these triggered it off

2 minutes - 30 million m3 of rocks
Towards 5 p.m. the drama begins. More than 30 million cubic of rock cannonade to the valley within two minutes. Goldau
and its inhabitants are buried below the debris.

Today’s summit of the debris cone is opposite the Diana Kiosk at 549 meters above sea level. The previous village of
Goldau lies approximately 70 meters below.

Buried villages Réthen, Buosingen, Goldau
Dead 457

Saved 14

People who fled or were absent 206

Killed cattle 323

Nature reserve for Swiss originals

Over the last 200 years something unique happened in this area: There was no interference by human beings so the
rocky desert could turn into a fascinating natural landscape.

Various orchids, insects and amphibians — all these can be discovered in the yet to be built extension of the Nature and
Animal Park in Goldau. Endangered species have a natural and protected habitat there. Be fascinated by the beauty of
this world.



